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Meanwhile, John Lennon, born October 9, 1940, was being raised by 
his aunt Mimi Smith. But his mom bought him his own guitar and he 
started a band, named the Quarrymen because all the members went 
to Quarry Bank Grammar School.

After Paul McCartney (born June 18, 1942) lost his mother Mary, 
who had been suffering from breast cancer, in 1956, he disappeared 
into music for solace and wrote his first song, “I Lost My Little Girl,” a 
few weeks after her death.

On July 6, 1957, a schoolmate brought Paul to see the Quarrymen 
play. After the show, John was impressed that Paul knew all the words 
to Eddie Cochran’s “Twenty Flight Rock” and could tune a guitar. A 
few weeks later, he joined the band.

Paul went to the Liverpool Institute with George Harrison (born 
February 25, 1943), who had heard Elvis’ eerie “Heartbreak Hotel” 

wafting out of a neighbor’s window and felt the call to rock and roll. 
He auditioned but was thought too young at first. Still, George 
followed the band around and gradually worked his way in through 
persistence. Also in his favor was the fact that John’s strict Aunt 
Mimi abhorred George’s Teddy boy fashion, with garish waistcoats, 
pink shirts, drainpipe trousers, and quiff.

On July 12, 1958, the band went to Phillips’ Sound, a small 
Liverpool studio, and paid to record themselves singing Buddy Holly’s 
“That’ll Be the Day” and a Paul-George composition called “In Spite 
of All the Danger” (both of which can be heard on Anthology 1). 
Three days later, an off-duty policeman killed John’s mother when he 
hit her while driving drunk.

The primal loss that John and Paul now both shared made them 
feel the sorrow and euphoric catharsis of their favorite music more 

DID YOU FIND?
1. Baby Ringo 

2. Paul being rejected as a choirboy 

3. Teddy boy fist fight

4. The Cavern  
Rock and roll was not allowed when the Cavern opened for 
jazz in 1957, though John slipped an Elvis song in when the 
Quarrymen played on January 24, 1958. 

5. John in trouble with his headmaster 

6. John and Cynthia  falling in love

BONUS
7. Ringo’s birthplace
9 Madryn Street

8. John’s birthplace
9 Newcastle Road

9. Paul’s childhood home
20 Forthlin Road

10. Quarry Bank Grammar School
John was caned by the head master on numerous occasions, 
sometimes for making fun of the teachers in his comic The 
Daily Howl.

11. St. Peter’s Church
Paul’s school friend Ivan Vaughn brought him here to watch 
John’s band the Quarrymen play. John’s mother and Aunt Mimi 
were also there to watch the show.

12. Penny Lane
Paul and John would turn this local landmark (along with 
Strawberry Field Orphanage, below) into one of the most 
innovative double A-sided singles of all time in 1967.

13. Strawberry Field Orphanage
The distinctive gates of Strawberry Field orphanage
 

Ringo was born as Richard Starkey, on 
July 7, 1940. His father left when Ritchie 
was three, and he’d never remember 
much about him. Young Ritchie played in 
Liverpool’s World War II bomb sites but 
at six peritonitis put him in a coma for 
ten weeks and kept him in the hospital 
for a year. When he was thirteen, he 
would be bedridden for two years from 
tuberculosis—but the sanatorium set him 
on track for his career when they gave 
him drums to play. 

deeply than the average musician, and drove them to communicate it 
with an intensity few could match.  
    John met Stu Sutcliffe (born July 23, 1940) at art school. Together 
they came up with the name Beatals, which became Silver Beetles, then 

Silver Beatles, and finally just the Beatles. When Stu received money 
from the sale of a painting, John persuaded him to buy a bass, and on 
May 7, 1960, Stu was in the group. Meanwhile, Ringo was already on 
the Liverpool music scene, in Rory Storm and the Hurricanes.

Above: Rory Storm and the Hurricanes, with Ringo second from right. 
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BABY JOHN 

PENNY  LANE

QUARRY BANK




